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FAS Nominati ng Commi tte e Report  

26 January 2024  

Term Ends 

Senate  

Diane Beauche m i n (Chemistr y)      2027 

Dan Cohen (Geography and Planning)     2027 

Luc Martin (Kinesiol ogy and Health Studie s)    2027 

Dorit Naaman (Film & Media)      January 2025 to 2027  

Mark Chen (Physic s)  term exte nsion from 
Septembe r 2024 to 
Decembe r 2024  

Amarnath Amarasi nga m (School of Religion)   2027 

Adnan Husain (History)   2027 

  

Board of Studie s  

Dongme i Chen (Geography and Planning)     2027 

Elizabe th Goodye a r -Grant (Politic a l Studie s)    2026 

Scott Straker (English)       2025 

Catherine Dhaverna s (French)      2027 

  

Curric ul u m Committe e  

Drew Griffith (Classic s and Archae ology)     2027 

Judith Irwin (Physic s)        2027 

Marc Epprec ht (DEVS)       2026 
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Proposal to Change the Name of a Program  
This form is for changes to the program name only (without associated changes to program 
learning outcomes). Such changes are Minor Modifications, requiring approval by Senate. 

For changes to program name that also involve changes to the program learning outcomes, use 
the Major Modification form. Contact quqap@queensu.ca for that form. 

  

Change s to progr a m name s (if 
appli c a bl e –  see footnot e [1] ):  

“Indige nou s Studie s” (all plans) to  
     “Indigenous Knowledges and Perspectives” 

Date for propose d change to take 
effe c t [2] :  01 May 2024 

Have you disc usse d the propose d 
change with the registr ar ’s offic e?  
Include date.  

14 March 2023  

Have you disc usse d the propose d 
change with the admissi ons of fic e? 
Include date.  

16 January 2024  

Proposal su bmi tte d by:  Nathan Brinklow, Director | Indige n ous Studie s, for 
The Indigenous Studies Program Steering Committee 

Contact Inform a ti on:  indg@queen s u.ca    

Backgrou n d and Timeline 
Reason for the program name change, background/timeline, relevant sources consulted, steps 
taken in developing the report. This section must include clear articulation of the timeline and 

individuals consulted and a summary of their feedback. 

The discussion of “Indig enous Knowledges and Perspectives” as a potential new name for the 
Indige nous Studie s progr a m began in Fall 2022 at the Indige nous Studie s Program Steering 
Committe e (ISPSC). This discussion was prompte d by rece nt facul ty departur e s from the progr a m 
and planni ng for the QNS cluste r hire in 2023. The ISPSC felt this was an ideal time to discuss the 
progr a m ’s name and clear l y artic ul ate the purpose and inte nt of the pr ogr a m at Queen’s as we 
lo ok to add stude nts and facul ty in coming year s. As a new inte r -disc i pl i na r y progr a m in a 
deve l opi ng field, the ISPSC also ide nti fi e d that “Indige nous Studie s” as a name (a) create s an 
expec ta ti on of parity wit h well -establ i she d progr a m s like Trent that is unachievable in our local 
conte x t, and (b) obscur es our work and purpose behind a name that is not alway s unde r stood.  

Indige nous Knowle dge s and Perspe c ti ve s was br ought forwa r d as an opti on that addre sse d these 
conc e r ns by clari fy i ng the inte nde d purpose o f the progr a m while also shifti ng the focus from an 
outsi de ‘study of’ to an inside ‘perspe c ti ve s on’ what Indige nous peopl e s know and how 

mailto:quqap@queensu.ca
https://cac-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fqueensuca-my.sharepoint.com%2Fpersonal%2Fmen1_queensu_ca%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F9880297cb5124f44b52be75f51007376&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&wdodb=1&hid=614D02A1-9067-4000-BB14-679555704D1F&wdorigin=ItemsView&wdhostclicktime=1705415097285&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=c4b8ae0f-93c2-4e62-92f7-a6374a3f2aec&usid=c4b8ae0f-93c2-4e62-92f7-a6374a3f2aec&sftc=1&cac=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Normal&ctp=LeastProtected#_ftn1
https://cac-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fqueensuca-my.sharepoint.com%2Fpersonal%2Fmen1_queensu_ca%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F9880297cb5124f44b52be75f51007376&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&wdodb=1&hid=614D02A1-9067-4000-BB14-679555704D1F&wdorigin=ItemsView&wdhostclicktime=1705415097285&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=c4b8ae0f-93c2-4e62-92f7-a6374a3f2aec&usid=c4b8ae0f-93c2-4e62-92f7-a6374a3f2aec&sftc=1&cac=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Normal&ctp=LeastProtected#_ftn2
mailto:indg@queensu.ca


Indige nous peopl e s see the world, while also setti ng a benc hm a r k by whic h we can hold ourse l ve s 
accounta bl e.  

The ISPSC Co -



Analysis and Discussion  
If necessary, explain the issues further. Note any problems or concerns identified and responses 
to them. Some factors to consider: 

• Does the proposed new name align with norms in the sector? 
• Does it create opportunities for clarification or better communication for applicants, 

students and faculty attached to the program? 
  

Indige nous Knowle dge s and Perspec ti ve s is a depar ture from the norm of “Indige no us Studie s,” 
though TMU currently offers a certificate Indigenous Knowledges and Experiences through thei r 
Centre for Indige nous Knowle dge s and Language s, and the Unive r si ty of Weste r n Austral i a offe r s 
a plan in Indige nous Knowle dge, History, and Heritage through their School of Indige n ous Studie s.  

In a deve l o pi ng area of studi e s, oft e n misunde r stood by st ude nts, staff, and facul ty without a 
conne c ti on to the field, the propo s e d name clari fi e s what the progr a m does and seeks to do, 
center i ng Indige nous kn owl e dge s and perspe c tive s in our teac hi ng and rese a r c h. The change is 
intended to indic a te a shift from an outsi de study of Indige no us peopl e s, issue s, world vi e ws, etc ., 
to an i nside explor a ti on of what Indi ge nous peo pl e s know and how Indi ge nous peo pl e s see the 
world.  

The name change will enable relationships with academic units across campus, allowing them to 
clear l y envisi on how their progr a m s can contr i bute to an inte r -disc i p l i na r y progr a m in Indige nou s 
Knowle dge s and Perspe c ti ve s.  

A conce r n was raise d about marke ti ng and searc ha bi l i ty if the progr a m departs from the 
establ i she d name for progr a m s in th e field. FAS Communic ati ons was consul te d on the issue and 
agre e d that chang i ng the name would prese nt a chall e nge for searc h engine optim i za ti on (SEO), 
partic ul a rl y for pote nti a l appli c a nts to Queen’s who may only searc h for ‘Indige nous Studie s’ and 
not find Queen’s towar ds the top of the list. The student consultation confirmed the intuitions of 
progr a m staff that stu d e nts choose the progr a m afte r they are alre a dy at Queen’s. As a small 
progr a m in a field with many well- establ i she d progr a m s, the ISPSC does not expe c t that we will 
draw a signi fi c a nt numbe r of stude nts to Queen’s s pec i fi c a l ly for our pro gr a m, whic h mitiga te s 
the risk to searc ha bi l i ty. If the name change is approve d,  

• the progr a m will make appropr i a te change s to its websi te and promoti on a l mate r ia l s to 
improve searc ha bi l i ty using eithe r name, espec i a ll y for existi ng Queen’s stude nts;  

• e nha nc e its adve r ti si ng and promoti on to first year ArtSci and Educati on stude nts;  
• c onne c t with the educ a ti on depar tm e nts of local Indige nous communi ti e s to promote the 

progr a m to pote nti a l Queen’s appli ca nts in their communi ti es  

Alignmen t with the Univ ers it y ’s Strate gy  
Explain how the name change aligns with the University’s strategy. 



The name change aligns with the university’s strategy by highlighting the role of Indigenous 
knowl e dge s and perspe cti ve s in our teac hi ng and rese a rc h. The name change also helps create 

mailto:claire.obrien@queensu.ca
https://www.queensu.ca/accessibility/how-info/accessible-documents


  
  
Signatur e of Unit Head    Date  
  
  
  
  

    

Signatur e of Faculty Dean    Date  

  
  
  

Date Approve d by Faculty Board  
  
  
  

Date Approve d by Graduate Studie s Executi ve Council (GSEC)  

https://cac-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fqueensuca-my.sharepoint.com%2Fpersonal%2Fmen1_queensu_ca%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F9880297cb5124f44b52be75f51007376&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&wdodb=1&hid=614D02A1-9067-4000-BB14-679555704D1F&wdorigin=ItemsView&wdhostclicktime=1705415097285&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=c4b8ae0f-93c2-4e62-92f7-a6374a3f2aec&usid=c4b8ae0f-93c2-4e62-92f7-a6374a3f2aec&sftc=1&cac=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Normal&ctp=LeastProtected#_ftnref1
https://cac-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fqueensuca-my.sharepoint.com%2Fpersonal%2Fmen1_queensu_ca%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F9880297cb5124f44b52be75f51007376&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&wdodb=1&hid=614D02A1-9067-4000-BB14-679555704D1F&wdorigin=ItemsView&wdhostclicktime=1705415097285&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=c4b8ae0f-93c2-4e62-92f7-a6374a3f2aec&usid=c4b8ae0f-93c2-4e62-92f7-a6374a3f2aec&sftc=1&cac=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Normal&ctp=LeastProtected#_ftnref2


Appendix D  

 



ASO Agenda Item 
 
Questions and preamble for Faculty Board, Jan 26/24e timing was cruel, 

especially for staff. Consultation was also lacking. There was no prior discussion at Faculty 
Board or in the Committee of Departments meeting held the previous working day about this 
suspension. Across FAS, units and instructors who have relied on ASO to help them develop and 
manage their online courses, certificates and programs continue to be in the dark.  This agenda 
item is intended to shed light on the matter, and bring transparency and collaborative decision-

/secretariat/policies/senate/recommended-procedures-concerning-temporary-suspension-admissions-academic-programs
/secretariat/policies/senate/recommended-procedures-concerning-temporary-suspension-admissions-academic-programs


to receive more grants and funding for online education than any other institution in the 
province? 

4. Alignment with the Academic Plan and its emphasis in accessibility: What was the 
rationale for shutting admission to online programs and how does that rationale reflect 
the Academic Plan? We are particularly interested in how matters of accessibility and 
equity were considered for students in general but also specifically for Indigenous 
students, mature students/students who are unable to relocate for their degrees, and in 
the context of housing availability and costs. What is the plan for non-traditional 
pathway students currently planning to enrol through the Interest Student Stream? 
(which seems to feed only into ASO). Is this option just over? Or is there going to be an 
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