UNIVERSITY ANIMAL CARE COMMITTEE

Policy on the Use of laboratory Animals Outside of the Animal Facilities

All procedures on animals will be conducted within the animal facilities. The use of animals
outside the animal facility is an exception and requires prior approval by the University Animal
Care Committee (UACC). This policy outlines the procedures to be taken for the use of animals
exterior to the facility and provides a framework for the UACC to review work with animals in
laboratories outside of the facility.

I. Background

The removal and use of animals exterior to the animal facility requires adequate scientific
justification. The reasons for this policy are as follows:

1) Maintenance of SPF animals: The animal facilities must be kept specific pathogen free
(SPF), limiting the movement of animals, specifically to and from laboratories is required
to maintain SPF facilities.

2) Stress of Transportation: The movement of animals and exposure of them to novel
environments (noise, smell, humidity, etc.) is stressful. To minimize experimental
variability, stress should be kept to a minimum prior to euthanasia or any other
experimental manipulation.

3) Monitoring of procedures: When procedures are conducted within the animal facility,
trained technical staff are readily available to assist as necessary and help ensure that
procedures are done correctly.

4) Allergen Exposure: Rodents are highly allergenic; prevention of allergies is both an
animal care and occupational health and safety issue. By transporting animals out of the
animal facility, there is an increased risk of exposure to individuals, some of whom might
not suspect that they are at risk of exposure. The ventilation systems within animal
facilities are 100% fresh non-recirculating. In some instances, this might not be the case in
the laboratories, meaning that other individuals might be exposed through the ventilation
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In order to remove live animals from the facility, the relevant section in the Animal Use Protocol
(AUP)






