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If after 14 days there is no vaginal mucous plug or signs of pregnancy,
switch out the breeders.

During the breeding period, clean cages as per standard cage cleaning
procedures and monitor animals daily for grooming, appearance, posture,
activity, and food and water intake.

At the end of the breeding period and depending on the breeding scheme

will dictate whether animals are separated or left in cages together.
Females may be weighed on the day of copulation and at
gestational day 8, pregnant females will increase weight by a
minimum of 2g.

For a minimum of 24-48 hours following birth, mothers are not to be
disturbed as even minor disruption can alter pup growth or result in
cannabilism.

Following this period, pups and mom should be monitored for grooming,
appearance, activity, food. They should be minimally handled unless
problems arise including (but not limited to): cannibalism, inability of a
pup/s to nurse, death of the mother or rejection of the litter by the
mother.

Any breeding issues should be tracked for phenotypic trends.
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b. Weaning:
A Approximately one week before weaning add a few pellets of rodent chow
to the bottom of the cage to introduce the pups to an adult diet. Ensure all

A

pups can access the waterspout.

At 21days of age, robust pups that are an appropriate size are removed from
the motherls home cage, sexed and grouped or singly housed according to

protocol.

If the female has a new litter of pups the first litter must be weaned as the

female cannot nurse two litters.

Cage cards are generated through Queenls University Lab Animal Census

Software for



https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/mouse-breeding-colony-management
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https://www.purdue.edu/research/regulatory-affairs/animal-research/docs/Mouse%20Breeding%20Colony%20Management%20Document.pdf
https://www.purdue.edu/research/regulatory-affairs/animal-research/docs/Mouse%20Breeding%20Colony%20Management%20Document.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/research/files/research/608_-mouse_breeding_colony_management_-_dec_2018.pdf

